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CAN WASTES BE HAZARDOUS AT
DRY CLEANING FACILITIES THAT USE
PETROLEUM-BASED SOLVENTS?

There are advantages and disadvantages of using

petroleum based solvents as opposed to chlorinated solvents

(such as perchloroethylene, aka "perc" and others). The major advantage petroleum has over
perc is that the environmental impacts are less costly to remediate after a discharge. On the other
hand, petroleum solvents may have a higher potential to cause fires. Wastes from both processes
can be hazardous.

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) has information indicating a potential for
wastes from dry cleaning facilities that use "petroleum" as their primary solvent to exhibit a
hazardous characteristic. In that case, the wastes require management and disposal as hazardous
wastes. The wastes that may be hazardous include, but are not limited to, spent solvent, lint, filters,
still bottoms, sludges, and separator water. There are at least five primary ways that these wastes
can meet the definition of hazardous waste. Source: FDEP
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Vermiculite is a naturally occurring material that ranges in

size from very fine particles to large (coarse) pieces nearly an inch long. This material is used in
products including block fill and attic insulation. SGF has encountered this material in block fill in
several 1960's era buildings in Florida. In each case, the vermiculite resembled the material depicted
on the right side of the photo and laboratory analysis confirmed that it was asbestos contaminated.

Prior to its close in 1990, much of the world's supply of vermiculite came from a mine near Libby,
Montana. This mine had a natural deposit of asbestos which resulted in the vermiculite being
contaminated with asbestos. Attic insulation produced using vermiculite ore, particularly ore that
originated from the Libby mine, may contain asbestos fibers. Today, vermiculite is mined at three
U.S. facilities and in other countries which have low levels of contamination in the finished material.

Due to the uncertainties with existing testing techniques, EPA recommends that it is best to assume
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the material may contain asbestos. The EPA and ASTDR (Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry) also recommend that the material remain undisturbed and removal conducted by
professionals trained and certified to handle asbestos to safely remove the material. Source & Photo:
US EPA

GET YOUR COPY OF THE FDEP
FLORIDAN NEWSLETTER.

The Floridan, a Drinking Water newsletter, published
quarterly by the Drinking Water Section of the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection presents issues
and explores events of interest to owners and operators of
public water systems, drinking water managers, and policy
makers around the state.

Highlights in this issue include:

* State Agency Coordination Related to the Issuance of
Precautionary Boil Water Notices

* Decommissioning of Abandoned Water Wells
* EPA's Vulnerability Self-Assessment Tool (VSAT) - This tool assists water and wastewater utilities

in determining vulnerabilities to man-made and natural hazards & evaluating potential improvements
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